Zdenék Sykora (1920-2011)
Linie €. 97, 1992

Obraz Zdenka Sykory Linie €. 97 z roku 1992 je ozdobou nasich stalych expozic uz od roku
1993, kdy ho galerie ziskala do sbirek. Galerijni fondy 2. poloviny 20. stoleti jsou velmi
rozsahlé, presto v prisném vybéru dél nikdy tvorba Zderika Sykora nemohla chybét. Je totiz
ojedinéla. Jeho geometrické a konstruktivistické pojeti malby, pfi némz prikopnicky
vyuZival pocitacovy program (osobné sestaveny spolec¢né s kamaradem-matematikem), je
velmi originalni. Skladbu obrazu autor ovlivnil na za¢atku, kdy zvolil ndhodnou fadu Cisel
(pGvodné hodem kostkou, pak generatorem nahodnych Cisel); tato Cisla pak pocitac
zpracoval a ve vysledné sjetiné urcil, jaké linie bude budouci obraz obsahovat. Pocitacovy
program stanovil kolik linii, jak Sirokych, v jakém pribéhu a v jakych barvach se bude na
obraze klikatit. Autor poté tuzkou na bilém platné presné rozrysoval splet ¢ar, uhla a kfivek,
ve kterych se linie budou kroutit a kfizit. Nasledovala zavérecna témér meditacni faze malby
— Zdenék Sykora pracoval podle svého vlastniho vzorniku mnoha barev a valéru, které
peclivé a pfesné nanasel na rozmérna platna. Nakonec zmizely témér vSechny rozkresové
¢ary a vysledkem byla Uchvatnd barevna kompozice. Sykorovy obrazy jsou plné nespoutané
energie, splet linii v tmavych, svétlych, teplych ¢i studenych odstinech je (pro nepoucené
divaky moznd necekané) inspirovana prirodou. Zdenék Sykora byl odjakZiva milovnikem
pfirody, svou tviréi cestu zahdjil krajinomalbami milovaného Ceského stfedohofi a
Zahradami, abstrahujicimi kompozicemi s krajinnymi naméty a uvolnénym vyrazem
barevnych ploch a skvrn. V 70. letech se z tokl rfek a potokd, silnic a cest, vrstevnic, letovych
¢ar na obloze a jinych ptirodnich proudotvornych procesli vyabstrahovaly ladné krivky
barevnych linii. Jednoduse krasné linearni kompozice v sobé skryvaji nespoutanou energii,
svobodu a radost, zaroven také rad i harmonii svéta v neustavajicim pohybu pfirodniho
plynuti. Neni divu, Ze Sykorova tvorba ma mnoho obdivovatell — jeho dila vzdy patfila

k nejvystavovanéjsim (s vyjimkou let 1970-1988, kdy v CSSR nemohl vystavovat) a také
nejprodavanéjsim z ceského uméni 2. poloviny 20. stoleti.

Zdenék Sykora (1920-2011), mimoradna osobnost konstruktivistického uméni, jako jeden
z prvnich umélcl na svété do své tvorby zapojil pocitac pfi procesu pripravy malifského dila.
Malit, grafik a dlouholety oblibeny vysokoskolsky pedagog, také vasnivy sportovec (hokej,
volejbal, lyZovani, cyklistika, surfovani, jachting), ktery do plenéru jezdil na kole, platno v
blindrdmu na ramenou misto batohu, dospél od ztvarnéni krajinnych a ptirodnich motivu
postupné az ke geometrické abstrakci. Jiz roku 1964 vznikly prvni programované struktury
vyuzivajici pocitace a jeho kombinatorickych moznosti (divaci mohou znat monumentalni
ukazku této faze Sykorovy tvorby — sklenéné obklady vétracich komin( Letenského tunelu
v Praze). Od 70. let pak Zdenék Sykora zacal tvofit liniové obrazy — spolupracoval rovnéz

s pocitacem, ale nové i s principem nahody (vznikla tak celd fada rozmérnych maleb, napf.
obraz Linie €. 24, ktery se stal soucdsti stalé expozice Centre Pompidou v Pafizi, a také
12metrova realizace ve vstupni hale firmy Selmoni v Basileji ¢i v budové Rizeni letového
provozu v Jendi u Prahy). Je drZitelem prestizniho francouzského titulu rytite Radu uméni a
literatury a jeho dila najdeme ve sbirkdch mnoha svétovych galeriich.



Zdenék Sykora (1920-2011)
Line No. 97, 1992

Zdenék Sykora’s painting Line No. 97 of 1992 has been a gem of the gallery’s permanent
exhibition since we acquired it in 1993. Although the gallery collections of works from the 2
half of the 20™ century are extensive, the examples from Zdené&k Sykora’s oeuvre always
formed part of the strict selection due to its unique character. His geometric and Constructivist
approach to painting, in which he pioneered using a computer program (personally developed
with his friend mathematician) in art work, is very original. The artist designed the painting
composition at the beginning, when he chose a random series of numbers (originally by rolling
the dice and later via a random number generator). These numbers were then processed by a
computer and the resulting printout determined how many lines the future image would
contain, how wide they would be and in which succession and colors they would zigzag. The
artist then used a pencil on white canvas to draw exactly the tangle of lines, angles and curves
in which the lines would twist and cross. In the final and almost meditative stage, Sykora used
his own swatch containing numerous colors and hues, which he carefully and accurately
applied to large-dimensional canvases. In the end, almost all underlines disappeared and the
result was a breathtaking color composition. Sykora’s paintings are full of unrestrained energy.
It may be surprising for some viewers that the source of inspiration for their tangles of lines in
dark, light, warm or cold hues was always Nature. Zdenék Sykora was fond of Nature for his
entire life. He launched his artistic career with landscape paintings capturing his beloved
Central Bohemian Highlands and Gardens, the latter being abstract compositions with
landscape subjects and a relaxed expression of color surfaces and stains. In the 1970s, rivers
and streams, roads and paths, contours, flight lines in the sky and other natural current-
forming processes transformed into abstracted graceful color curves. Linear compositions of
simple beauty radiate unbridled energy, freedom and joy, as well as the order and harmony of
the world in the constant movement of natural flow. No wonder that Sykora’s oeuvre has
many admirers — his works have always been the most frequently exhibited. Except the period
between 1970 and 1988, when he was among artists banned by the Czechoslovak communist
authorities. They also rank to the best-selling Czech art of the 2" half of the 20t century.

Zdenék Sykora, an extraordinary figure of Constructivism, was one of the first artists in the
world to incorporate computer to the preparatory stage of his work. He was a painter, graphic
artist, and long-time popular university pedagogue, as well as a passionate athlete (hockey,
volleyball, skiing, cycling, surfing, and yachting). He was known for riding a bicycle to paint in
the open air, carrying a canvas in a blind frame instead of a backpack on his shoulders. His
artistic career developed from painting landscapes and natural motifs, eventually arriving at
Geometric Abstraction. His first programmed structures employing computer and its
combinatorial potential date to as early as 1964. Viewers may be familiar with the
monumental example of this stage of Sykora’s oeuvre — the glass tiles on the ventilation
chimneys of the Letna tunnel in Prague. From the 1970s, Sykora produced line paintings. He
again employed computer, but also the principle of accident, which resulted in a number of
large-dimensional paintings. They include the Line No. 24, today in the Paris Center Pompidou
permanent exhibition, and the twelve-meter realizations in the entrance hall of company
Selmoni in Basel and the Air Traffic Control building in Jenc near Prague. He holds the
prestigious French title of the Knight of the Order of Arts and Literature and his works are part
of numerous gallery collections worldwide.



