Josef Capek (1887-1945)
Muz v klobouku, 1914

Josef Capek, vyrazna osobnost ¢eské klasické moderny 1. poloviny 20. stoleti, je ve sbirkach
karlovarské galerie zastoupen velmi kvalitné. Soubor péti obraz(i doplnuje kolekce vice nez
dvaceti grafik, prevazné linorytl a litografii. Autorova graficka dila bézné k vidéni nejsou,
dlouhodobé pusobeni svétla jim nesvédci, zato malby jsou ve stalé expozici prezentovany
Casto.

Jeho stylizované a aZ dekorativné rozvinéné sukné obrazu , Dévcata jdou pro mléko” (1933),
stejné jako tandici ¢i v milostném objeti spocivajici milenecky par pod $tastné zérici hvézdnou
oblohou ,,Modré noci“ (1933—-1937) patfi k vyhledavanym skvostim stalé expozice ceského
uméni 20. stoleti. Jednoznaéné nejvyznamnéj$im sbirkovym dilem Josefa Capka, ktery ma

v nasi expozici vidy ¢estné misto (a to uz od roku 1958, kdy byl zakoupen), je jeden z mdla
autorovych Cisté kubistickych portrétl nazvany ,,Muz v klobouku“ (1914). Zvlastni kouzlo
obrazu tkvi v jednoduchém, a presto plisobivém malifském zpracovdani inspirovaném
kubismem. Autor pozoroval svij ,,model“ ze vSech stran, pracoval s elementarnimi
geometrickymi tvary, poté pomoci presné ohrani¢enych barevnych ploch a geometrickych
prvkl vytvofril neobycejny obraz neznamého muze, moznd kouzelnika, mozna herce, mozna
dobového elegana... Pfi stfidmé barevnosti prosvétlené bélobou ziskavaji vyznamnou roli
svétlo a stiny, jez vytvareji originalni ladéni podivuhodného portrétu.

Opravdovou zajimavost pak skryva zadni strana tohoto dila - najdeme zde dalsi malbu
nazvanou ,Hoch s mickem“ (pravdépodobné datovan téz rokem 1914), ndmétové se
vztahujici ke vzpominkam na idylicky Stastné détstvi. Pro zvidavé navstévniky mizeme
alespon slovné popsat obraz, jemuz dominuje modra barva (blankytné modra obloha, tmavé
modré kratasy i boty chlapce, modra Serpa na slamacku), prosvétluji ho bild oblaka a bilé
staveni s ¢ervenou stfechou v pozadi a z jeho rohu méalem vyskakuje letici barevné
pruhovany mi¢. S touto malbou ale Josef Capek ziejmé nebyl spokojen, kubisticky portrét
muze namaloval na druhou stranu, a chlapec hrajici si s micem tak zUstava navzdy ukryt pred
zraky divaka...




Josef Capek (1887-1945)
Man in Hat, 1914

The Karlovy Vary gallery holds high-quality examples from the oeuvre of Josef Capek, an
outstanding personality of Czech classical Modernism of the 1%t half of the 20™ century. The
body of five paintings is complemented by more than twenty prints, mostly linocuts and
lithographs. His graphic works are not usually on display, the long-term exposure to light
does not suit them, but the paintings are on display in the permanent exhibition very often.

His stylized and decoratively undulating skirts in the painting Girls Going to Get Milk (1933)
and the couple of lovers dancing or in embrace under the shining starry sky in Blue Nights
(1933-1937) are among the sought-after gems of our permanent exhibition of the 20t-
century Czech art. By far the most significant Capek’s piece, which has always held an
honorable place in our exhibition (since 1958, when it was purchased), is one of his rare
purely Cubist portraits, entitled Man in Hat (1914). The special charm of the work lies in the
simple, yet impressive execution inspired by Cubism. The artist observed his “model” from
all sides, worked with elementary geometric forms, then using precisely defined color
surfaces and geometric elements to create an extraordinary image of an unknown man —
perhaps a magician, perhaps an actor, perhaps a contemporary dandy... The canvas is
characteristic of modest color scale brightened with white. A significant role played by light
and shadows amplifies the unique atmosphere of the remarkable portrait.

An interesting aspect of the work is on its reverse. It hides another painting, entitled Boy
with a Ball (probably also dating to 1914), which in its subject relates to memories of an
idylical and happy childhood. The dominating color here is blue and the scene is illuminated
by white clouds and a white house in the background, while a colourfully striped ball almost
pops out of the corner. However, Josef Capek was apparently not satisfied with this work
and decided to execute the Cubist portrait of the man, making it the obverse. The boy
playing with the ball thus remains forever hidden from the viewers’ eyes...

Now, we already know the story of the painting. What remains is to briefly summarize the
sad fate of the artist. Josef Capek, a painter, writer, and journalist, a democratically and free-
thinking man, was arrested by the Gestapo during the arrival of fascism to Czechoslovakia,
on 1 September 1939, and ended up in a concentration camp. His anti-war paintings from
the series Fire (1938-1939) and Desire (1939), as well as his anti-Nazi newspaper articles,
proved fatal to him. Capek passed through four camps and died of typhoid fever in Bergen
Belsen sometime in mid-April 1945, without seeing the country’ upcoming liberation...



