Historie galerie

Hlavni budova galerie uméni je jednou z nejvyraznéjsich staveb nového klasicismu a tzv. klasického
lazenského stylu pocatku 20. stoleti v Karlovych Varech. Budova stoji v misté kdysi zvaném Dorotiny nivy
(podle nedalekého nejstarsiho karlovarského altanku) a posléze zndmém jako vyletni cesta Goetheweg.
Ta byvala jiz od konce 19. stoleti i Zivym obchodnim korzem s mnoha kramky remesinik(i a obchodnika
(butiky), které vedly od Puppu aZ k Postovnimu dvoru. V fijnu 1910 mésto rozhodlo vybudovat na tomto
misté novou budovu zahrnujici butiky a také uméleckou Kunsthalle, slouzici k prezentaci produkt(
karlovarskych umélcl a predevsim remeslnik(. Stavba byla dokoncena v roce 1911, projekt

v neoklasicistnim stylu vypracoval mistni architekt Rudolf Mimler.
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V Eervenci 1912 byla oteviena velka vystava némeckych umélcd Zijicich v Cechach (Wenzel Hablik, Walter
Klemm, Karl Thiemann ¢i Emil Orlik). V nasledujicim roce zde usporadala vystavu vyznamna viderska galerie
Miethke. Béhem 1. svétové valky byla vystavni ¢innost pferusena a ve 20. letech slouzily prostory galerie
Obchodni a Zivnostenské komore v Chebu (pfizemni saly byly tehdy rozc¢lenény na jednotlivé butiky).

Od roku 1930 umélecky spolek Metznerbund, vedeny malifem a vybornym organizatorem Maxem
Struppem, ve vystavnim sdle kazdoroc¢né pordadal vystavy evropského uméni prezentujici napt. tvorbu
Maurice Utrilla, Osipa Zadkina a Paula Kleea. V truchlivych letech 1937-1944 zde probihaly vystavy
ovlivnéné ideologii némeckého nacionalismu.

Po 2. svétové vélce byly odstranény piicky oddélujici butiky v prizemi a vznikly dalsi vystavni saly. Cinnost
galerie byla obnovena v srpnu 1946 u pfileZitosti I. filmového festivalu vystavou karlovarskych vedut.

V letech 1948-1952 nasledovala fada rliznorodych vystav — avsak vystavni sin stfidala funkce muzea, galerie
a propagacniho stifediska.

Galerie uméni Karlovy Vary byla zaloZzena 1. ledna 1953 jako jedna z prvnich statnich galerii s vystavnim

a akvizicnim programem zamérenym na ceské a slovenské moderni uméni. Vystavni program byl ovlivnén
spolecenskou situaci — vysttidalo se obdobi ovlivnéné komunistickou ideologii tézkych 50. let, uvolnéna
Sedesatd léta a naslednd tuha normalizaéni éra 70. a 80. let.

Rokem 1989 pominula doba stranickych ptikazd. Ideologické problémy vsak byly vystfidany tézkostmi
ekonomickymi. | pfes neustaly financni tlak se instituci podafilo zachovat vysokou Uroven vystavni,
edukacni a propagacni ¢innosti. Ani v novém tisicileti galerie neustoupila od kvalitni dramaturgie vystav.
Program kratkodobych vystav sleduje prevazné soucasné umélecké déni v riznych generacnich a
vytvarnych pfistupech a zaméruje se predevsim na ¢eskou tvorbu (napf. Mikulas Medek, Vladimir Boudnik,
Jiti Kolat, Emil Filla, Ales Vesely, FrantiSek Skala, Zdenék Sykora, Michal Gabriel). Pfipravuje ale také vystavy
svétové uznavanych autor( zahraniénich (Glinter Grass, Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Diet Sayler).

Galerie uméni Karlovy Vary za dobu svého trvani od roku 1953 shromazZdila obsahlé sbirky ceského uméni,
z nichZ nejvyznamnéjsi a nejhodnotnéjsi dila jsou trvale prezentovana v poctu vice nez stovky obrazl a soch
ve tfech sdlech stalé expozice v 1. patie budovy. Ve dvou pfizemnich sdlech se pak konaji kratkodobé
vystavy predevsim sou¢asného uméni.

History of the gallery

The gallery’s main building is one of Karlovy Vary’s most distinctive examples of neoclassical architecture
and the so-called classical spa style of the early twentieth century. It stands in a location formerly called
the Dorothean Floodplain (after a nearby gazebo, the oldest in Karlovy Vary). The area subsequently came
to be known as the Goetheweg, a popular route for excursions from the Pupp all the way to the Postal
Court that by the late nineteenth century became a lively shopping street with many artisanal shops and
small businesses (boutiques). In October 1910, the town decided to construct a new building at this site
that would include boutiques and an exhibition hall for presenting products by local artists and especially



craftsmen. The building was completed in 1911 according to a neoclassical design by local architect Rudolf
Mimler.

In July 1912, the building hosted a large exhibition of German artists living in Bohemia (Wenzel Hablik,
Walter Klemm, Karl Thiemann, and Emil Orlik, among others). The following year, the important Miethke
Gallery from Vienna organized an exhibition here. The gallery’s activities were placed on hold during

the First World War. In the 1920s, the gallery spaces were used by the Cheb Chamber of Commerce

and Trade (the ground-floor halls were split up into several boutiques). Starting in 1930, the Metznerbund
art association, which was headed by the painter and excellent organizer Max Strupp, held annual
exhibitions of European art in the exhibition hall. These included showings by such artists as Maurice
Utrillo, Ossip Zadkine, and Paul Klee. During the sad period from 1937 to 1944, the building hosted
exhibitions influenced by German nationalist ideology.

After the Second World War, the partitions separating the boutiques were removed to create further
exhibition halls on the ground floor. The gallery renewed its activities in August 1946 on the occasion of the
first Karlovy Vary film festival with an exhibition of vedute of the town. A wide range of exhibitions followed
in 1948-1952, although the exhibition hall functioned variously as a museum, gallery, and promotional
center.

The Karlovy Vary Gallery of Art was founded on 1 January 1953 as one of the first state-run galleries with
an exhibition and acquisitions program focused on Czech and Slovak modern art. The exhibition program
was influenced by the prevailing situation in society: a period reflecting the communist ideology of the
hardline 1950s was followed by the thaw of the 1960s and the subsequent clamp-down during

the Normalization era of the 1970s and 1980s.

The 1989 revolution brought an end to party-line dictates, but ideological difficulties were replaced by
economic hardship. Despite constant financial pressures, the gallery managed to maintain a high level

of quality in its exhibitions and its educational and PR activities, and even in the new millennium it has
continued to present a high-quality exhibition program. The gallery’s short-term exhibitions mainly present
recent developments on the art scene and show works reflecting various generations and artistic styles,
with a focus on Czech artists (e.g., Mikulas Medek, Vladimir Boudnik, Jifi KolaF, Emil Filla, Ales Vesely,
FrantiSek Skdla, Zdenék Sykora, Michal Gabriel). Nevertheless, the gallery also holds exhibitions

by internationally acclaimed foreign artists (Glinter Grass, Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Diet Sayler).

Since its founding in 1953, the Karlovy Vary Gallery of Art has amassed an extensive collection of Czech art.
Some of the most important and most valuable of these works — more than a hundred paintings

and sculptures — can be seen in the gallery’s permanent exhibition spanning three exhibition rooms

on the building’s upper floor. The two ground-floor rooms are used for short-term exhibitions, mainly

of contemporary art.



